The Siluvara Codex

Famous Characters:

Isaya, the Dryad

Isaya is a Dryad, a tree spirit, that lives on planet Ross-154-D, known after 2410 as "New Vegas" or even the "Atlantic Colony". (Most Earth humans like to call it New Vegas; the Bollars who have lived there for ages, call it “Absegami”.)

During a fierce battle between Grue Combine and Bollar forces over Ross-154-D, both fleets were wiped out and a few surviving ships crashed on the planet's surface. Isaya barely escaped a burning Grue Combine ship by sending out one of her Spriggan avatars to possess a plant outside the area of destruction.

Predatory disposition

Apparently, for some reason, Isaya either never had any interest in devouring sentient creatures, or if she did, she has long ago lost interest. Repeated attempts to ask her about it result in elusive, evasive answers. Isaya has, however, been said to have devoured many non-sentient creatures, dead or alive, in the past. No one has been able to get her to do it recently, at least since the deal she struck with the Arajo Bollars of Ross-154-D. She states that the reason is now that her soul retains possession of a tree roughly a mile in height - the largest tree on all of Ross-154-D - she has no need to send living things into her belly to add to her mass: the sun, water and dead animals buried at her roots, provide enough energy for that. Of course, what she did not reveal until the Grue Combine invasion of Ross-154-D in 2410, is her real reason is her spirit now controls most of the entire planet's ecosystem. In any case, Isaya is one of few known Dryads in the universe that despise eating humans. She will still kill more dangerous predators and bury them by her roots, though. And she loves to terrorize lumberjacks.

Strength

Isaya is an ancient, powerful Dryad, one of the strongest in the galaxy, and one of the most well-traveled. She has mastered the art of sending out her Spriggan avatars to ships bound for other worlds, possessing on-board plants and moving around until she can sneak off and possess plants on a new world. She is one of few Dryads who can create a Spriggan and send it to sleep on long journeys across hundreds of light years to transfer the Dryad's soul to another planet. However, for some reason, she decided to directly possess a plant on a Grue Combine ship, trapping herself on a vessel she deemed to be safe, but instead got embroiled in a space battle. Her being trapped on Ross-154-D, without a starship to take her back into space, was the result of this. She regrets her mistake, but not the world she discovered as a result. Of course, this is what she tells everyone. She also kept up a centuries-old lie that she was a young dryad spirit jumping from tree to tree, when in fact she had been taking over the entire ecosystem.

As with other Dryads, Isaya can create a Spriggan avatar - a mobile creature based entirely on her will. Isaya sees the world and interacts with it through her avatar. But that's where the similarity ends with most Dryads. What her avatar feels, she can randomly choose to experience or not experience: meaning, she can enjoy her avatar having sex with a fairy, or rush through a fire and not suffer the pain of being burned. Her avatar can take the shape of anything whose DNA she is familiar with. That means her Spriggan can pose as a fairy, a lizard, and in recent years, birds and humans. Plus, Isaya can spawn multiple Spriggans at once. Her Spriggans can also learn the language of other sentients by being close by. These abilities sets Isaya apart from most Dryads, who do not even care to learn how to speak to living things, and also cannot randomly switch off their emotional connections through their Spriggans, can only spawn and manage one or two at a time, and who have a more limited ability to mimic others that they encounter.

Also, unlike other Dryads, Isaya has control of the entire ecosystem around her... but she prefers not to make that known. It allows her to know exactly what is going on within her territory – namely, the whole planet. She has been rumored to turn a tree "alive" to swallow a logger and trap them inside a prison of wood just to scare them; but mostly, she sends her human or fairy-looking Spriggans for this task.

Personality

Isaya is considerate of living things. She will not tolerate predatory behavior around "her", however. "Her", usually meaning the mile-high tree that is the supposed center of her presence, and anything under her branches. 

Isaya's Spriggans

Her Spriggans can fit in the palm of one's hand, change to human size, or they can even grow to become giantesses. Their typical giantess height is about 80 to 120 feet. Hovercraft have recorded fly-bys of Spriggans as tall as 1000 feet waving back at them, but this is quite rare. Whatever job can be done by one such super giantess, can also be done by ten smaller ones. Usually, a Spriggan of that size is seen dealing with the odd Kadruata, of which there were already few by the year 2410 AD, when Isaya was first met by a human named Ian Scranton. By 2412 all Kadruata were extinct, as well as all carnivorous fairies on the planet outside the Daelath camps.

Isaya may not devour living things but she will send out her Spriggans to swallow people at random - and she is quite unashamed of explaining that she likes the taste of fairies and humans and the vicarious sensation of them sliding down her throat and then being held in her stomach for certain periods of time. It gives her a pleasant 'full' feeling. Of course, being a Dryad, she doesn't do this directly - she sends her Spriggans to do it, which relays the feeling back to her. Isaya is most well known for this behavior. Since Isaya's Spriggans cannot digest anything and are quite aware of how safe it is to swallow someone, they are highly aggressive, and are not known for letting their prey escape without a trip into their bellies. Although they will leave the resort cities and the Arajo territories alone, one can count on one of these frightening encounters upon venturing anywhere beyond that.

Isaya's Spriggans typically go by the name Isaya, but when several are active among humans in the resort areas on Ross-154-D (the first of which went into business between 2410-2412), they go by many other names. By the time human tourists begin coming to New Vegas, it is almost impossible to tell a Spriggan from another human or fairy. What this means, is certain humans - vorarephiles, to be exact - come to Ross-154-D seeking to be swallowed alive, and now they've found a safe way to act out this fantasy with a Spriggan, who can be anything they want - a human, a fairy, or even a naga! All they have to do is go online, look for blogs by one of Isaya's many Spriggans that tell where they are and who they look like, and go meet her to arrange a meeting outside the resort area, where as a giantess, she will happily fulfill their fantasies.

Depending on any given week, Isaya is the most or second-most sought out phenomenon outside of the resort areas, most notably by film directors who can now shoot scenes of people being eaten alive without special effects. (Fortunately, though, if you stay at the resorts, you won't see any of this.) The other most popular experience is being fed to a fairy's womb - particularly the exotic Dalassi and Nivalavi who remained on Ross-154-D and who routinely scorn Isaya's Spriggans by offering a more "realistic" and... rejuvenating... experience.

Isaya's Spriggans also love to swallow miners and loggers, destroying their equipment while they lay frightened to death and trapped in their bellies.

Highly disturbingly, however, are the number of weddings that are arranged in the presence of a giantess Spriggan, who subsequently swallows the bride and groom, letting them consummate their marriage inside her. 

But by far the most regularly scandalous example of Isaya's depravity manifests in certain adults-only clubs within the resort areas that feature human-sized Spriggans, "Amazon" tall Spriggans or even ones taking the shape of a snake or a male or female naga, who will swallow people roughly their same size, on-stage. The big draw seems to be listening to her impossibly stretched stomach sloshing around and then watching it shrink as if she's really digesting someone. The trick, of course, is a mage backstage doing a slow shrinking spell. But nobody's ever told that part. Lots of damsels/guys-in-distress shows are done in these seedy little establishments, where men and women alike play like terrified prey. And they sure know how to fake a good terrified scream inside a Spriggan's belly. Note: the authorities are always shutting down these places wherever they're discovered. To find the location of one, you typically have to know someone who knows someone, crack a few website passwords, or better yet, you can just leave the resort area and chase leads on some such show happening in the forest.

Known abilities

Isaya is a known near-ancient or even ancient Dryad. As with other Dryads, she has grown up learning to hide her powers so as to not attract the ire of local fairies, and thus many of her greater abilities are either unknown, or show up completely by surprise in emergency situations. What is known about her so far is, she is capable of spawning multiple Spriggans, each acting with a great deal of apparent independence. She has magic abilities including endowing her Spriggans with the power to heal and shrink her prey. Despite how she comes off to strangers, she is not confined to any one tree, although she maintains a facade of an isolated presence and all the vulnerabilities that come with it, to avoid attracting scorched-planet bombardments – one of which nearly happened on Ross-154-D in 2410. When the local fairy and Bollar population called on her to scan the world for signs of Silurhean presence, however, she delivered the information right away, indicating she already had a worldwide presence and was watching them all along. During the time of Ian Scranton's adventures on Ross-154-D, her world came under attack from orbit, and in a desperate move, she revealed another magic power: the ability to hurl a chunk of the planet's crust into space at near-light speed, taking out one of two Mother Ships and stunning the enemy long enough for a Siluvaran fleet to arrive and intervene.

A major scandal involving Isaya

Spriggans are also fond of being swallowed whole. They will shrink themselves down if requested. Being digested alive doesn't hurt a Spriggan; but Isaya the Dryad loves watching what happens to her avatars in someone's stomach. Siluvarans, who arrive in 2410 AD, discover that some fairies have been eating Isaya's Spriggans, and they cover it up, for one, and then after one Siluvaran soldier produces a movie based on devouring sentient plants, a law is passed across all Siluvaran colonies making it a capital offense to eat a Dryad. Siluvarans are shocked at the science fiction notion of living, sentient plants being eaten by Gaia's Children - particularly because they are made of plant proteins, which is safe for an exo-symbiote, and not animal flesh, which would kill them. Siluvaran citizens at large had no idea, for a long time, that the science fiction horror story of sentient plants being eaten, was in fact based on the discovery of Isaya.

Jokes about Isaya

There is a joke pertaining to Isaya, ripped off from a famous 20th century book called "The Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy". Often spread around the galactic internet under the title "The Vorarephile's Guide to the Galaxy", it goes like this:

Isaya is of course the third most scandalously depraved being in the universe. A Dryad living on planet Ross-154D, she relishes swallowing people. But since a Dryad's belly is incredibly dangerous (almost like a fairy's or Kadruata's), and Isaya has a rare revulsion to eating living, sentient things, she sends out her Spriggan avatars to swallow people, transmitting the experience back to herself for vicarious pleasure. Spriggans cannot digest anything; and Isaya's Spriggans simply release someone they swallowed through their belly button. After meeting a human named Ian Scranton, her Spriggans became capable of taking the shape of anything - a naga, a fairy, a human, a mermaid, you name it. Sometimes she takes the form of a Nivalavi fairy to fulfill a few visitors' fantasies but only where she won't get caught. The Nivalavi are not very tolerant of that.

The second most scandalously depraved being was rumored to be a fairy named Hollani, who is said to have swallowed the aforementioned Ian Scranton alive and put a magic shield around him, making Ian the first being known to ever go down into a fairy's stomach, watch her digestive system in action for several minutes, and then survive to be teleported out.

(Alternatively, the second paragraph often goes like this:)

The second most scandalously depraved being is, of course, Ian Scranton, who crash landed on Ross-154-D and proceeded to find himself in the belly of a mermaid, a Spriggan, and then a fairy - repeatedly. He is now the assistant of Amber Vallance, and is seen on several of her videos.

The most scandalously depraved being by far, though, is a human vorarephile named Amber Vallance. After being fed to a few exo-symbiotes' wombs in Siluvaran territory and made immune to digestion, she got her sexual kicks by letting Silurheans, dryads and Kadruata swallow her and send her into their deadly digestive systems, resulting in her sexual gratification - and their deaths. She also made provisions for her fans to see her being swallowed alive and to see the stomachs she arrived in. The most famous such incident, in 2417, involved several Earth-based Governments and corporations involved in transporting and protecting a Japanese Prime Minister's spoiled brat son who wanted to watch up close as Amber played a damsel in distress being swallowed alive by a Kadruata who, as expected, died as a result. When this event became public knowledge, it of course erupted into an epic scandal that embroiled numerous heads of state, corporate CEOs, military top brass, and even a couple of Siluvaran Matrons and Royal Guard.

