Side Story: Shades of Gray

Chapter 2- Blacker than Night 


Somewhere in the shady part of town a television is showing the news. The top story was about the bank heist by the Grey Mask, who was presumed to have been killed in the explosion that destroyed the bank. A couple in the room were cuddling, when they heard someone enter the room. Both turned to look as were shocked by what they saw. A very tall woman with two cocks and an impressive rack entered the room. The shocked couple asked the person who she was. With smile, the person replied she was the Grey Mask, as the room began to fill up with gas. Revealing her identity made the couple to gasp, causing them to inhale the perfume. It took a moment for the drug to take effect, then the couple's eyes dilated as they began to shuffle towards the Grey Mask. The lady began to kiss and rub her dicks, while the woman began to lick the Grey Mask's pussy. Enjoying herself for a few moments before drawing the couple inside her, the Grey Mask then went over to the couch and watch the news broadcast about something else that had happened. The news woman spoke about an unexplained explosion that had rocked the hero academy earlier in the morning of the bank heist, which resulted in Mindbender, a known psychic villain, being freed from her cage in the detainment quarter of the academy, whose current whereabouts were unknown. The other newscaster then asked if Mindbender was the same person known for capturing the well known heroine Crystal the Flamethrower, this got The Grey Mask's full attention. The woman confirmed what was asked, which made the Grey Mask dash out of the apartment. She panicked while she dashed through the streets, absolutely certain that Mindbender was still in the academy, just waiting for the perfect opportunity to claim her daughter. The Grey Mask stopped and went back as she passed a firefight going on between two groups of super heroes. Getting an idea in her head, the Grey Mask split of a cope of her human form and sent it back to her office to act as Melody for a while. Then, changed her own body to that of a girl. She made herself a red-head with lovely emerald eyes, a cute angled face with rounded nose. Her breasts were a C-cup, a slightly muscular waist, with a shirt that came down over her boobs, revealing her stomach. She made her butt and hips average, while her legs were long and slender, covered down to her kneecaps by shorts. She then made her way to were the fight was taking place. When The Mother walked out into the middle of the fight, she saw that Firestar and her group were the ones fighting some villains. Firestar noticed her first and yelled her to get out of the way, but in taking her eyes off her opponent, was knocked down. Her opponent gathered up a ball of energy and threw it at Firestar. As she tried to get out of the way, Firestar saw The Mother move in they way of the attack, and open her mouth. She watched as The Mother simply inhaled and swallowed the blast with wide eyes. The Mother's belly expanded as the blast reached her stomach, then quickly shrank down. The Mother's arms and legs then grew very muscular, and she charged towards the villain with incredible speed. After quickly dispatching her foe, The Mother then went to all the other villains and helped the others defeat them. Once done with carting away the villains, Firestar's group began to thank The Mother for her aid. Eventually, Firestar asked who The Mother was, and after taking a moment to think, she said they could call her Yin-yang. Brick, the leader of Firestar's squad, then asked her why. Sighing, Yin-yang asked if they really wanted to know and sighed again when they said yes. She then explained to them about how her powers could be good and bad at times. When asked how, Yin-yang told them that she wouldn't be able to return to normal till her body used up the energy she had absorbed, all she could do was shift it around. To demonstrate that, Yin-yang took the muscle she had added to her arms and legs and transferred it to her boobs and butt. The reaction from the females was what was expected, followed by the backhands the girls gave to the gawking super heroes. Yin-yang them returned the energy back into her arms and legs, regaining the strength she had a moment before. Brick then asked Yin-yang if she would come with them as they returned to the academy. The Mother would have cackled uncontrollably, but settled for a smile, that only seemed creepy to Firestar. The group was then transported up to the academy, after calling in that they were ready and would be bringing an extra. The group made their way to the Headmaster's office and introduced Yin-yang to her. The Headmaster greeted her warmly and welcomed her to the academy. After sending the others out, Yin-yang went through the paper work in order to be admitted. After she had left the Headmaster's room, Firestar went back in.


'Yes, Firestar, what can I help you with?' The Headmaster asked as she came in and sat down.

'I, I got a weird feeling from Yin-yang earlier. It was almost like she just appeared out of nowhere just to gain our trust and get into the academy.' Firestar said looking around nervously as she rubbed her arm. 'I can understand your wariness, being that your mother is still at large, but you should give her a chance. Not everyone is black and white at first you know. You should try to get to know Yin before you paint her black.' The Headmaster said in a motherly tone. 'I know, I know, but I just got a bad vibe from her when Brick asked her to join us in returning here.' Firestar said, unconvinced that she should give the new girl a chance. 'I see, but you know she just be here for another dark purpose?' The Headmaster said in a joking manner. Both of them chuckled at the comment and the mood brightened in the room. 'I dunno, I've just felt on edge lately. The whole Grey Mask fiasco must still be getting to me.' Firestar said in an unsure voice. 'Well, that may be true, but you shouldn't let it affect whether or not you trust other individuals. Especially ones you'll be working with in the near future.' The Headmaster said raising an eye. 'Wait...what? She's being assigned to my group? Why?' Firestar said  in a whinny tone. 'I felt it would be for the best since she already works well with those in your group.' The Headmaster said in a knowledgeable manner. 'She didn't work well with me.' Firestar said turning her head to the side, puffing out her cheeks. 'She just walked into the line fire, ate the attack, then went on the offensive knocking out my opponents before I got up.' Firestar continued in a huff. 'At least give her a chance. That's all I'm asking for.' the Headmaster said in a pitiful tone. Firestar grudgingly nodded her consent. 'Wonderful! I hope you two can get along, cause you'll be sleeping together.' the Headmaster said in a no nonsense way. Firestar was on her way out she heard and paused for a moment as she opened the door, then walked out, slamming the door in the process. Once the door was closed, the Headmaster breathed a sigh of relief, then reached and picked up a picture frame. It was a picture of the Headmaster, Crystal, and another female student on one of the grassy hills on the school grounds. The Headmaster said something about not losing another, and then put the picture back down a drawer.


Firestar asked around, wondering where her friends were and found out they were in the combat test room testing out Yin-yang's power. Firestar went in and joined her companions in the control room, and was shocked by the destruction she saw happening in the training room. Brick invited over, and told her that Yin-yang's absorption ability wasn't limited to just energy attacks, it could be used to absorb pretty much anything. When Firestar heard that, she remembered a story she had heard from one of the police at the bank heist, who told her she had seen the Grey Mask absorb the other officers that had gone in. Then, Firestar understood what they girl she had seen be sucked up by the Grey Mask had been screaming about. She then shook her head, trying to do her best to do as the Headmaster had asked of her. That night, after Firestar had gotten into bed and had fallen asleep, Yin-yang sneaked over and got into bed with Firestar. As they slept, The Mother very cautiously peered into Firestar's dreams. When she saw Firestar was enjoying a dream where she found her mama and had freed her from Mindbender's, or her mother's control, The Mother knew what Firestar's true desire was. The next day, Yin-yang spent the entire day Firestar, getting to know her and just enjoying their day. Though, the entire time, Firestar was on guard. Partway through the day, the rest of Firestar's squad joined up with them. When asked about where they had been, they said they were just following a lead on Mindbender, but said it turned up nothing. That night, The Mother left the academy, going down to the city, but not through the teleporter. In the city, she changed into the Grey Mask and went hunting. She found a slumber party, eventually, and was planning to use her perfume to subjugate the girls, when she heard one of the girls ask the rest if had ever wished for a super power. Smiling deviously, the Grey Mask made herself look presentable by hiding her penis' and nipples, then entered the room. The Grey Mask then asked why the girls were wishing for super powers when they could get them. This caused the girls to jump, and then they began to cower as they realized the Grey Mask was in the room. They began to cry as the Grey Mask began to chuckle at the way they were acting. She then told the girls they had no reason to be afraid, they were in no danger at the moment. One of the girls spoke up saying that they were in trouble with her around. Turning her head so that it looked as if she was looking directly at the girl who had spoken. The other girls scooted away from the one who had the Grey Mask's attention. As she walked up to the girl and knelt down in front of her, the Grey Mask told her that if she had wanted all the girls in the room would have already been churning inside of her body, but she found it intriguing that the girls desired superpowers and thought to offer them a chance to gain them. The girl in front of her passed out as the Grey Mask talked about digesting the girls. Looking at the other girls, she asked them if they still wanted superpowers. The girls began to cast nervous glances around, unwilling to make eye contact with the Grey Mask, one of them finally working up the courage to ask how she was going to give them superpowers. Smiling one again, the Grey Mask told the girls that her body was very unique and could grant people their desires, but only their desires. If any of the girls were just wishing for superpowers, then they would become lost once they entered her body and merely become apart of her anyways. The girls all stood up and excitedly told the Grey Mask that they all really wanted to become super beings. As she beckoned the girls closer, the Grey Mask revealed her concealed cocks, causing the girls to fawn over them. The Grey Mask then told them that she needed to draw them into her body to be able to make any changes to them. All the girls willingly offered themselves to be swallowed by the Grey Mask's penis'. Sadly, none of the girls truly desired to have superpowers, and were quickly churned up into cum. Looking down at the unconscious girl, the Grey Mask knelt down and touched her forehead. She found that the girl had once lost a doll she loved when some bullies tossed it down a drain, and from then on the girl wished she could have a body made out of rubber. Smiling at the simplicity of the girls desire, the Grey Mask stood up and released all the cum she just made, covering the girl in a gooey mess. Closing her eyes briefly, the Grey Mask made the fluid wrapped around the girl and form a cocoon. As she turned to leave, the Grey Mask pulled a mask off of one of her arms and placed it on the bed, along with a short note. Looking at an alarm clock, the Grey Mask saw that it was time for her to return to the academy. Taking a moment to adjust her looks back to that of Yin-yang, she floated out of the room and up to the academy. When she got back to her room, Yin-yang could tell Firestar was up and was waiting for her. Smiling, she opened the door and went in, as if there was nothing abnormal about her returning to the room. Firestar was sitting on her bed with her arms crossed as Yin-yang entered the room. She instantly demanded to know where her roommate had been, the entire night. Yin-yang said she had insomnia some nights and had gone outside. Firestar was satisfied with the answer, and she told Yin-yang way. She said that she gone to the security room to see where Yin-yang had gone off too when she woke up, and while she did go and walk outside, when Firestar went out to find her, Yin-yang was nowhere to be found. Anticipating this, Yin-yang said that she jumped up onto the roof to watch the sky and had fallen asleep up there instead. Firestar gave Yin-yang a funny as her roommate laughed uneasily and scratched the back of her head. Shaking her head, Firestar gave up and flopped backwards onto her bed. Yin-yang walked in and sat next to Firestar and asked if there was something wrong, since Yin-yang had noticed that Firestar had always been on edge when she was around. Firestar tensed at the question, realizing she had gone a little far with her paranoia, and confessed to Yin-yang. Firestar told Yin-yang that at first she had thought the girl was working for her mother, of all people, but if she had been the Headmaster would have known. Then as she wrung her hands, Firestar told Yin-yang that she had then thought that she was somehow the Grey Mask in disguise. There was an uncomfortable silent between the two, then Yin-yang smiled and burst out laughing. She told Firestar that she understood her sudden appearance probably sent red flares to her, but denied being in league with her mother, but Firestar noticed she said nothing about the Grey Mask. Choosing to leave it alone, she asked Yin-yang if she would join her in getting an early breakfast. While those two chowed down on some grub, someone in the city was waking up. Back in the room where the slumber party had taken place, a very matured girl was breaking her way out of the cocoon she had been placed in. As she stretched, she realized her arms where touching the opposite sides of her room and squealed in childish glee. She noticed the mask over on the bed and went over to read it. It told her that her new-found powers were a gift from the Grey Mask, but warned her not to go overboard with them. It also instructed her to give a terrified call to the police. The girl smiled happily as she hid the mask on her bed in her backpack and tossed the cocoon remains out her window. She then picked up her phone and gave a very good impression of a frantic caller to the police. The police and a couple of heroes came over to the house and questioned her as well as searched her room. The girl had stashed her backpack in the bathroom so they wouldn't find the mask. The next day, she went to school, with the mask still in her bag. The other school children stayed away from her, the rumors over her new appearance spreading like wild fire. As she put her bag in her locker, her tormentors came up behind her and one of them gave her a wedgie. They proceeded to mock her new appearance, saying that she should have asked the Grey Mask for muscles and some courage instead. This a nerve with her, as she liked her new looks, but all she did was quietly close her locker and walk away, with her tormentors still jeering at her. Laveara, as she was called, wanted to try and see if she would be willing to keep her life, or if she would toss it away and join the Grey Mask. During lunch period, as she was getting her food, a group of cheerleaders came over and began to critique her food choices. Even though on the outside she looked calm, as she always did, Laveara asked the cook if she could get some cut fruit. Sensing trouble brewing and wanting to see what happen, the cook handed her a container of fruit. Laveara thanked her for it, then using a spoon began to squeeze out all the juice into an empty cup she grabbed. While the other girls starting in how drinking fruit juice wouldn't help her any, Laveara splashed them with the juice, ruining their clothing. She smiled as she walked away from the girls as they began to cry over what she had done to their clothing. In the hallways during a break later in the day, she was confronted by her other tormenters. They were very made at what she had done to their mates,and planned to make her pay for it. A fight broke out, in which Laveara tried her best not to show off her powers. While none of her enemies noticed her using them from time to time, making it so her arms hit them, even though normally her attacks would have missed. The gym teacher finally arrived and pulled them apart. In the principal's office, the situation was only getting worse, as the bullies blamed Laveara for everything. Sadly, since the bullies had the majority of the bumps and bruises, and had the principal on their side since their parents were financing the school, Laveara was going to be punished for the fight. The principal gave her a choice, of either being held back a year or being expelled. Laveara simply stood up, picked up her hand bag, and left. At her locker, the bullies started to pester her again, but through willpower alone, Laveara got her belongings and walked towards the bathroom. There she threw her bag in the garbage, taking the mask out first, and went into a stall. The day before the note had told her that once she had donned the mask she would become rubber completely, moved only by her will. Hesitating only for a moment, as the heckling of her tormentors started up again, Laveara placed the mask over her face. Outside, the bullies were getting ready to dump garbage cans on her that they had filled with stuff from the cafeteria garbage. As they waited the heard the stall open and close and began to chortle. Then the door to the bathroom was sent flying into the lockers adjacent to it with a slam. Laveara came out wearing the mask she had been given, it what looking like arms stretched all the way down it, with the fists showing at the bottom. Her own arms become like a gorilla's, large at the bottom, thinner at the top. She looked to her sides at her tormentors then, sent them flying. Stretching her arms, she caught the trash can's they had been carrying and dumped their contents onto the women. Laveara then went on a rampage trashing the school in a fit of rage. Later, when the police arrived and demanded her to surrender, Laveara spun around turning herself into a human whirlwind and went out and began to destroy the police cars and injuring the officers. Firestar and Yin-yang were watching the news broadcast up in the school, when they were told to get ready for deployment. They began to say that they didn't know where the rest of their party was, but the hero calling to them, told Firestar and Yin-yang to quit making excuses and get moving. As they made their towards the transporter, Firestar began to ask people if they knew where Brick and the others were. Someone said something about them flying out to check on a lead. As they waited for the teleporter to be readied, Firestar contacted the Headmaster about whether or not the trio had gone out to check on a lead. The Headmaster told her that she would not have sent them out on such a task, even if they did get a lead on her mother's whereabouts. Right then, Firestar and Yin-yang where told to get up the transporter and she had to cut her conversation off short. They were teleported down in front of the school, where Laveara was still rampaging. She calmed down as she saw Firestar. The leader of their group led them forward, trying to get Laveara to talk.


'You can skip that crap already, and don't call me Laveara anymore. I'm no longer a helpless punching bag anyone' She said hurling a a chunk of earth she dug up at the group. Yin-yang quickly leaped forward and chomped the boulder down. 'What are we to address you as then, child.' the Leader asked in a slightly irritated voice.'Rubble, you just call me Rubble, cause that's what your going to be once I'm through with you.' Rubble said as she planted her fists into the ground and sent her legs soaring at the group. Firestar and Yin-yang both instinctively leaped to the side, while the others stood there ground, believing the attack would do little harm. Suddenly, Rubble's legs grew into massive blocks and sent the others flying into a building across the road from the school. Laughing as she saw the heroes crash into the building Rubble turned her attention to the remaining two super heroines. Firestar and Yin-yang became a tag-team fighting force, one attacking the other defending, as they faced off against Rubble. Finally, Rubble managed to knock-out Yin-yang, or so it appeared, and focused her attention on Firestar. 


'I have heard your quite destructive from the Grey Mask.' Rubble said in a chiding tone. 'What do you know of the Grey Mask?' Firestar demanded angrily. 'If you want to know that, your gonna have to knock it out of me. That is, if you think you can.' Rubble said, trying to goad Firestar into attacking. 'What do you mean, Laveara? Do you think I'm afraid of you?' Firestar asked using, Rubble's old name, trying to keep the upper hand. Rubble merely laughed at Firestar's attempt at a taunt. 'The Grey Mask is interested in seeing how you've progressed, but all you've been doing is fighting me with kiddy gloves.' Rubble retorted angrily. The response struck Firestar as odd, 'I prefer not to harm those I fight.' she said as she squared off against Rubble, sensing the conversation was coming to end. 'I am not like everyone else you've fought, I am not so weak that I'm going to break from a few punches. Neither is the Grey Mask.' Rubble finished with a wry smirk as she surged forward. Taking a deep breath, Firestar leaped at Rubble, fighting in earnest now, but no matter how many times she smacked Rubble, the rubber freak would not stay down. Suddenly, Rubble stopped attacking,  turned around towards the school, and looked up to the roof. Standing  on top was the Grey Mask, in her more appropriate appearance. Leaping down, she was flanked by multiple Masked Ones, Firestar noticed one with a strange helm standing away from the rest. Rubble became very frightened and child like as the Grey Mask approached, afraid she had done something wrong. The Grey Mask comforted Rubble, saying she had done as she had been asked too. The news crews went frantic as the Grey Mask made her appearance. After seeing her gesture slightly, all the Masked Ones and Rubble merged into the Grey Mask's body, the two variant masks appearing on her arms. 


'You seem surprised to see me. I'm hurt, I would have thought that you would be expecting a visit from me.' the Grey Mask said in mock hurt tone. The news crews had pushed past the police lines to be able to hear the conversation. 'I'm just surprised you didn't make grand entrance after your disappearing act after our last encounter.' Firestar said taking a defensive stance. 'A yes, I did do my best to make it a theatrical disappearance. I see you made a new friend, who is she?' the Grey Mask asked turning her attention towards Yin-yang's motionless body. 'She not apart of this, leave her alone!'Firestar screamed, as she moved between the Grey Mask and Yin-yang. 'Oh, she more apart of this than you can possibly know. By the way, how is your mother doing, or do you know yet?' the Grey Mask asked in a manner that made Firestar realize that she knew more than she was letting on. 'What do you know about my mother?!' Firestar yelled as she leaped at the Grey Mask, preparing to pile-drive her. The Grey Mask used her tail to catch Firestar in mid-air. 'Not enough, and that troubles me. I just have to wonder, did she truly escape the academy, or she still up there?' the Grey Mask asked, quiet enough that the camera's could not hear. 'If your going to do something to me, get it over with already.' Firestar said with no fear in her eyes. The Grey Mask burst out laughing, 'How can I do anything to you? When I'm not even here....' the Grey Mask said as she began to fade out of existence. Firestar's eyes widened as she watched the Grey Mask disappear completely, like a hologram, while she still held Firestar off the ground. When the Grey Mask was completely gone, Firestar dropped down to the ground and stared at where the being had been for a moment. Then she rushed over to Yin-yang's side, and called for transport. The news crews swarmed over to Firestar and began to ask questions, to which Firestar gave the standard evasive answers to, then she was whisked away to the academy, much to her relief. Later in the infirmary, the doctor told Firestar that Yin-yang was perfectly fine, but that she was unconscious for the time being and should wake soon. Firestar returned room and fell asleep, exhausted from her scuffle with Rubble. Much later, she awoke to the door being opened, and jumped up thinking it was Yin-yang. To her surprise it was Brick and when Firestar asked her what was up, she brought out a blowgun. The dart hit Firestar in the side of her neck and after she was hot she quickly pulled it out, Firestar collapsed onto her bed. Brick and the others came into the room and began to remove Firestar's armored gauntlets and communicator. Then they replaced her gloves with a new pair that were linked together. After which, her legs were bound, and then the trio picked up Firestar and carried her out of the room. They carried her to a part of the academy she had never seen before, and placed her down inside a room filled with gauges and pips. Then her mother walked out into the light. She told Firestar that the poison she had been injected with was meant to immobilize her temporarily and would soon wear off. Her mother continued to go on about how lonely and quiet her stay in the maintenance rooms had been, then said that was why she had her subordinates bring her a companion. Gesturing over to the shadows, a figure came out and walked over to Mindbender. Firestar's eyes widened as she recognized her mama. When she called out to her, her mother surprised that she had regained the ability to speak so quickly. 


'I bet your so happy to see her aren't you my dear little girl?' Mindbender said to her daughter as if she was speaking to a toddler. 'I'll be even happier when I see out from under your control!' Firestar snapped nastily at her mother. 'Ho ho, that would not be possible, for you see I took a long time working on your mama's mind. I started way back when we first enrolled in this very academy. I began to weave a web around her so tight, that whenever I wanted to I could trap her so tightly she would never be able to escape me.' Mindbender said proudly. 'Then why haven't you done the same to me? I'm sure it would have been easy to take control of me as a child. Or were you so confident in your abilities you let me grow up so I'd be more of a challenge?' Firestar spat out sarcastically. 'Well,you see there's where you are wrong. I did try to take control of you as a child. I tried to every time you started to cry or make noises that frustrated me, but whenever I tried it only made things worse. That's when I realized I would have an easier time taking control of you if you trusted and loved me, as your mama did.' Mindbender retorted in a matter of fact tone. 'Well look where that got you! Now I won't ever trust you! What's your next move, huh?' Firestar asked in a exasperated way. 'Well, as you know, I had plenty of free time in my stay here recently. So I took that opportunity to read. And I read some interesting books about brain surgery.' Mindbender said gesturing once again to the shadows where Brick and the others emerged bring out a surgical table and other implements for surgery. 'What did you do to them? When did you break them, Mother?' Firestar demanded as she watched her former squad mates begin to prepare the table. 'Oh them, I never broke them, I raised them, in fact you might say I'm the reason any of them were born.' Mindbender said as if she was god. 'And just how did you do that?' Firestar asked in a sassy tone. 'Simple, I broke their parents minds to mine then, then had them give birth to your squad mates. They were born already bent to my will, so I never had to touch them, making them the perfect spies in the academy.' Mindbender said smugly with pride. 'So that's how you just disappeared. You just had them bring you here where there are no cameras.' Firestar said with realization. 'Yes and it's here where you will become my newest thrall and aid me in bringing this school down to the ground!' Mindbender said enthusiastically. Firestar began to struggle against her bonds swearing she would never become her mother's puppet. Mindbender just laughed, and unbeknownst to everyone, an invisible figure entered the room. Which then walked over to Firestar and powered down the cuffs restraining her and her powers. Seeing that Firestar smashed them against the floor, releasing herself. Quickly snapping free her legs, Firestar made a desperate leap for her gauntlets and managed to get one before Brick took the other one away. Mindbender just watched, stunned by what she saw. Equipping her gauntlet, Firestar col-cocked Brick on the top of the head sharply, retrieving her other glove in the process. As Brick held her head in pain, the two others stepped forward and readied themselves.


'Oh please, do you two honestly think you can beat me?' Firestar asked, looking almost unwilling to expend the energy to fight them. 'You think you can best two fully trained heroes? Your just a trainee.' the girl said as she rushed forward. Firestar sidestepped her attack with ease and smashed a fist into her face, the explosion sending the girl flying into the pipes behind her with a crash, she slumped where she landed, blood trickling down her face. Slamming her fists together, Firestar set her focus on the fire using female. 'I so wish I could fry you, but sadly my master won't allow that to happen to his precious little princess.' she said raising a had to send a wave Firestar. Firestar rushed over to her quickly and caught her hand, then planted a fist in her privates, causing her cry out in pain. Releasing the females hand, Firestar swung that arm around and planted a harsh blow to the girls midsection. The force of punch, and the explosion afterwords sent the woman flying through the concrete of one wall. Brick was still clutching her head when Firestar slammed a fist into the back of her head, knocking her out cold. Cracking her knuckles, Firestar turned to face her mother, asking her what was next, expecting her mother to have more cronies in the darkness. Her mother responded by clapping, saying that Firestar was everything she had hoped who daughter could be, other than obedient like her mama. Then her mother snapped her fingers and Firestar's mama sprain into action showing her daughter exactly how she had gotten her name. Firestar fled as her mama attacked, running into an adjoining room. Mindbender followed the dueling beauties as they left the boiler room. As the battle continued, Yin-yang entered the boiler room. Smirking at the results of her interference, Yin-yang morphed into the Grey Mask and went about sucking up the trio, making them lovely additions to her bountiful body. Returning to her Yin-yang body, she followed the scorch marks to were the battle was taking place. When she entered the other room, there was a pause in the battle. Firestar saw Yin-yang and yelled for her too leave, then started dodging her mama's attacks once more. Mindbender approached towards Yin-yang in a predator like manner. Firestar had grabbed her mama's hands inside her gauntlets and had spun her around so that she had her mama's arms crossed over her chest. She looked back over towards where her mother was and saw her getting closer to Yin-yang. Firestar cried out, telling her friend to run.


'Why should I be running when I'm exactly where I need to be?' Yin-yang asked in a voice that was not her own. This caused Mindbender to pause, as she knew something was wrong. 'What do you mean Yin?' Firestar asked, trying to remember why the voice sounded so familiar. 'You'll understand in a moment.' Yin-yang said as she hunched over forward. Her body then morphed, growing taller and bigger. Firestar's eyes widened as she saw Yin-yang's hair turn pure white. Standing up straight, the Grey Mask looked over at Firestar, who had been to tremble. Her mama wretched herself free and to look from Firestar over to the Grey Mask and then back again. Mindbender looked positively stunned by the development and hardly had time to react as the Grey Mask reached over and flicked her on the forehead. Mindbender landed on the floor and did not move, which caused Firestar's mama to rush over to her side. The Grey Mask then walked over to where Firestar stood and smiled warmly at her. Behind the Grey Mask, Firestar's mama stood up looking extremely angry. The Grey Mask apologized to Firestar, and when she asked what for, the Grey Mask simply reached over and flicked her on the forehead. Firestar felt her entire body seize up on her as she watched her mama jump in the air towards the Grey Mask, screaming in rage. The Grey Mask just turned around, making no attempt to move out of the way. Then there was a flash of light as the two met, which blinded Firestar, she blacked out when she hit the floor. Waking a few hours later, Firestar found herself in the academies infirmary. The Headmaster was sitting next to her bed watching over her. Firestar's first question was about her mama and mother. The Headmaster told her they had her mother in custody again, but that she lacked the ability to even chew her own food. As for her mama, there was no sign of her. Firestar looked down at her hands for a moment, then asked if there was any trace of the Grey Mask where they found here. The Headmaster hesitated for a second, before bring out the face plate of the Grey Mask and handed it to Firestar. She held in her hands and started to cry. The Headmaster asked her what the Grey Mask had been doing up in the academy and Firestar told the Headmaster what happened. When she finished, the Headmaster stood and walked over and faced a window. She then said that it looked like the Grey Mask had done what she had the first time Firestar had encountered her, by disappearing a flash of light, leaving only her mask behind. Firestar then asked the Headmaster why she thought the Grey Mask had saved her. The Headmaster told her she had no clue really, just a few assumptions. One being that the Grey Mask was trying to tell her something, or show here some clue. The other was that the Grey Mask was just trying to prove how easy it was for her to infiltrate the academy and get close to Firestar. Firestar scoffed at the second idea saying that if the Grey Mask wanted to meet her, all she had to do was cause trouble. Growing sullen, Firestar said that the Grey Mask had most likely been trying to prove that she not only saw life in shades of gray, but lived that way as well. This caught the attention of the Headmaster. Firestar then asked the Headmaster that if anything pertaining to her mama was found, that she be the first to know. The Headmaster agreed to that, then Firestar asked her that if the Grey Mask ever showed up again, that she be the one sent to deal with her, saying she had a bone to pick with her. The Headmaster waited a second before answering, saying that while that was fine, Firestar needed to be careful, lest she become like her mother. That touched a sensitive nerve in Firestar, and she said she would never want to be like her mother. Down in the city, the Grey Skull walked through the alleys, rubbing her belly affectionately as she worked on undoing the damage done to Firestar's mama. 

