Side Story: Shades of Gray

Chapter 4- A Misunderstood Hunger


At the three month point, The Mother took on the guise of the Grey Mask and stealthily flew up to academy, to return Firestar at the exact time she had disappeared. As she walked through the familiar walls of the academy invisibly, The Mother was filled with the wonderful memories she had created here with Firestar. Lingering a few minutes outside the washroom, The Mother remembered the first time she had walked in there and joined Firestar while she was showering, and the commotion that followed. She giggled as she remembered how Firestar had sent her flying out of her shower stall and through the concrete divider between the Woman and Lady restrooms. The Headmaster had been absolutely furious with them. As she finished her thought, as if summoned, The Headmaster came pacing around the corner and was flanked by other heroes, all asking her if there had been any sign of Firestar or the Grey Mask. The Headmaster repeatedly gave the same answer to all the questions telling them that there had been no signs and that they were forbidden to go searching for Firestar until the next day. As the Headmaster walked up to where The Mother stood hidden, she stopped and blinked as she looked directly at The Mother. One of the other heroes asked if something was wrong. Shaking her head, the Headmaster said she was just seeing things, then she said that she had seen Yin-yang standing outside the bathroom entrance for a moment. When she looked up, she sighed as what she had seen was gone, The Mother had moved on. Continuing on her way, the Headmaster did not see another figure sneaking off towards where The Mother had gone. Opening the door to Firestar's room, The Mother was filled with sadness as she remembered the late night conversations they had shared when Firestar caught her returning in the morning after hunting during the night. As The Mother moved over to Firestar's bed, she was remorseful over one conversation they had had, where she told Firestar a fake story about having eaten one person as Yin-yang on accident. As she looked down at Firestar's sleeping form, The Mother looked like she would had started to cry, if her body was capable of such action. While she moved the covers over top of Firestar, The Mother felt, as opposed to heard, another person enter the room and whirled in a rage at being interrupting during her reminiscing, but relaxed when she saw who it was. Crystal was standing in the doorway, leaning against it to one side with her arms folding across her chest as she observed the Grey Mask. 


'Although I doubt you ever would, I will warn you now as any mama would. If you did ANYTHING to my child that would change who she was, I will hound you to the grave.' Crystal said, flames shooting out of the corners of her mouth. 'Hmph, I am nothing like Mindbender, sweetheart. Rest assured your daughter is in perfect mental and physical health.' the Grey Mask said in cold calculating tone. Crystal was visibly relieved at the response and said, 'Thank you, for taking such good care of my daughter when I was unable to protect her from her mother.' as she bowed to the Grey Mask. When she straightened, Crystal saw an ironic smirk on the Grey Mask's face as she said, 'I will tell you right now, I could not have tampered with your daughters mind even if I wanted too. She is very strong willed and brash, not to mention she has some psychic abilities of her own. If I were to try to alter her mind....lets just suffice to say that I would never try to do that for I don't want to destroy such a perfect girl.' the Grey Mask finished by placing a hand gently on the back of Firestar's head. Crystal smiled as she saw her daughter's sleeping face  become tranquil at the touch. 'I will not give up on collecting her you know. She has something I rarely see in humans.' She continued making eye contact with Crystal. 'I would not stop you from pursuing her, so long as you do nothing to harm her in the process. And if you don't mind me asking, what is it that she has?' Crystal asked a protective tone. 'She has a pure heart and desire, not to mention she is not blinded with the Black and White sight you humans are so proud of. Firestar is able to see in shades of gray.' the Grey Mask said as she stroked Firestar's head smiling as she spoke. With that, The Grey Mask got up and walked out of the room, disappearing as she exited the room, although, Crystal could still feel her presence. Going over and embracing her daughter for a moment, Crystal looked over at a clock and smiled, she saw that it was now the exact time her daughter had disappeared a month ago. She got up and left the room to go find the Headmaster. When Crystal finally managed to find her, the Headmaster was ecstatic that Firestar had been returned, only to become sullen as she was informed that the Grey Mask had come in person to return her. When asked why she had done nothing to stop the Grey Mask, Crystal looked the Headmaster squarely in the eyes and told her in a serious tone, that the Grey Mask had earned the her daughter for the month she had kept her and more. The Headmaster was taken aback by the manner in which Crystal spoke to her. Down in the town, the Grey Mask was stumbling thrown the streets, groaning in hunger as she had forgone hunting when she had Firestar in her. Now she had very little in her stomach, and her body had finally returned to its original size. When she collapsed from exhaustion she worried about being discovered, when a group of girls came around the corner. The Grey Mask looked up in fright as she didn't even have the strength to turn herself invisible. One of girls let out a scream as she noticed the Grey Mask laying in the alley. The group started to back away from her preparing to run, but stopped as they realized she was not moving. The girls cautiously approached her , and she made no effort to strike at them, the troop of girls went right to her and began to touch her. They began to marvel at how smooth and soft her skin was, stroking her breasts and cocks as well. Sensing a girl about to probe her pussy, the Grey Mask warned her not to in a hasty manner. This made the girls jump back in fright. 


'Your awake? Oh...we are so sorry if we hurt you! We have been fascinated by you ever appeared, even started a club to keep track of most of your exploits.' a red haired girl exclaimed emotionally. 'You, you didn't harm me. I actually enjoyed your touch, but one of you was going to touch my pussy......if you had done that, you would have been drawn into my body and consumed.' the Grey Mask said in a sad tone. 'What do you mean? What's wrong with you?' another of the girls asked. Weighing the odds very carefully, 'I need to absorb people to be able to move around, or specifically I need energy from humans to be able to move and use my body. Right now my body is starved, if you were to stick your fingers into my pussy, my body would forcibly suck you in and digest you.' the Grey Mask said in a surrendered tone. 'But, you can control it can't you? I mean it is your body right?' a dark haired brunet came forward and asked. 'Not right now, no. My body is made up of the people I have absorbed. They only care about keeping me alive, since I make their existence in my body very pleasurable. At this time, my body is very desperate for any kind of nourishment, even as you were touching me, my body was drawing small amounts of energy from you.' the Grey Mask admitted ashamedly. The group of girls shared an excited look, then without saying a word carried of the Grey Mask. They brought her to a large tree house built in the back of one of the girls homes. The girls told the Grey Mask that tomorrow was spring break, and that they would see to her needs then. Later the girls hurriedly made a bunch of phone calls to all the club members telling them about the Grey Mask's condition and what they needed to do. All the girls in the club were known fanatics of the Grey Mask, and when they asked their parents about spending their spring with their friends, their parents saw no have in it and let them go. Early the next day, all the girls grouped up in the back yard with their sleep over packs. The head of the group, Mertle, began to tell the girls about the Grey Mask's condition in great detail, warning them about not touching certain places since they would be dragged into the Grey Mask's body and absorbed by it. All the first day the entire group laid huddled around the Grey Mask's body, making certain that they were touching her, but in any of the danger zones. The next morning, everyone received a rude awakening, due to rocks being thrown against the sides of the fort. Groggily, the girls got up and put on their nightgowns, since the Grey Mask had warned them not to wear them the night before. Peering outside, the girls saw that their rival group, one that hated the Grey Mask, was standing out in the backyard. All the members of that group were much older and more matured. They started to mock the girls for wasting their spring breaks worshiping the Grey Mask, saying that they were idiots for worshiping a monster that would just swallow them on sight. Mertle fired back saying that it was untrue, telling the other group that they had met the Grey Mask two night ago, and she had not been eaten. Sensing the girls in the tree house were hiding something, the other group began to climb up to it asking what they had up in it. Mertle realized her mistake and made another one by looking back in the tree house to look at the Grey Mask, a gesture which only spurred on the other group's curiousity. Suddenly, a voice called out drawing the attention of everyone in the backyard, and to the other groups horror, it was the Grey Mask. As the rival group began to disperse, they were caught in a mist that had appeared all of a sudden. Seeing the girls flee, Mertle and the others started to climb down, but were warned not to by the Grey Mask. She asked them to stay up in the tree fort, as the mist she was releasing would affect them as well. With the rival group seized under her control, the Grey Mask told the girls she would go and take care of them and be back in a few moments. Turning away with a playful grin, the Grey Mask beckoned for her new thralls to follow her. When she was safely out of sight for anyone who could have been walking by, the Grey Mask dropped to her knees, leaned forward, and displayed her ass and pussy to the slaves. She then said for the girls to pick their poison, as she lifted up her tail and rested it on her back. The Grey Mask then just laid their and enjoyed herself as the girls began to force their way into her bowels. Back in the tree house, the girls knew what was in store for their tormentors, but that was not their concern. They were more worried that with her belly full, the Grey Mask would just leave. Mertle was looking out the entrance on the tree fort in a somber manner when she spotted the Grey Mask walking back towards them. All the other girl rushed to look as she exclaimed her excitement. As she made her way back towards the tree house, the Grey Mask's abdomen looked very bulgy, but slowly disappeared the closer she got. The girls watched enraptured as the Grey Mask began to grow and look as she had when the girls had seen her on the news channel. They got out of the way as their idol climbed up into tree house once more. Letting a pleased sigh as she sat down, the Grey Mask rubbed her belly happily. The girls just stood back and watched not certain what the Grey Mask wanted to do with them now that she had her strength back. 


'Now that I'm full once again, I think I'm feeling very playful.' the Grey Mask said as she rested her newly restored breasts, her tail flicking playfully behind her. The girl's eyes lit up with glee at the statement. 'And as a reward for taking such good care of me, girls, I will girl you all the choice of what will happen to you.' the Grey Mask said as a devious grin stretched across her face. Some of girls cowered away unsure what she meant. 'Don't look so afraid girls.' the Grey Mask said in a teasing tone,'I only meant that you would get to decided where and how you get to get to follow me from now on.' she continued in a calming, melodious voice. Realizing what she meant the girls said they wanted to play with the Grey Mask for the rest of the week. And for the rest of the week, the girls took turns being swallowed in different ways by the Grey Mask during the day, while at night they all went into her stomach. During the day, the girls would allow the Grey Mask to suck them up into her various holes, knowing that they were safe since she was full, and just enjoyed being churned up inside her, without being absorbed. Throughout the week, many of the girls were sucked in and did not come out, although the girls were sad that another one of the friends had disappeared, they were glad that they were now one with the Grey Mask. At the end of the week, only ten girls remained, six of which decided to chose to merge with the Grey Mask's body. Each girl took a different method of being absorbed into her body, entering a different hole. While the Grey Mask churned up those girls, two more came forward asking if they could be swallowed and remain in her stomach. Happy to oblige, the Grey Mask wrapped the girl up in her tail and lifted high above her head. Then she opened her mouth wide and lowered the giggling girl into her gaping maw. As the girls were swallowed down into her stomach for the final time, the Grey Mask turned her attention to the remaining two girls. They were unable to decide what they wanted, although they fervently wanted to serve the Grey Mask. Smiling in a caring way, the Grey Mask offered to let their own desires what chose their role in their service to her. The girls looked perplexed at her as she walked over to them. The Grey Mask lifted the two girls up, lowered them into her cocks and when they started to fuss told them that they would merely sit in her body until their desires had chosen the method of their service. The girls seemed to accept what she said as their heads sunk into the tips on her penis'. The pair found themselves sloshing around in the Grey Mask's cum sack, until they were finally released. Looking at their bodies, they saw they were wearing the suits the Masked Ones that served the Grey Mask wore and jumped with glee. After reclaiming those two, the Grey Mask wondered off, planning her next move. 


A week later, sirens could be heard all around a children's school. The Headmaster, Flamethrower and Firestar were all present in the command tent the police had erected. The police chief was explaining the situation to them. They were told that the Grey Mask was inside, keeping the police at bay with her airborne toxin. The chief asked them what were the odds of any of the children being alive. Firestar said that by now they were all gone, teachers included. This drew funny looks from the other three around her. She told them that in her time with the Grey Mask, she had learned quite a bit about her foe. Firestar informed them that the Grey Mask was an entity that they would not be able to beat with conventional weapons such as guns or grenades, the Grey Mask could simply absorb them. She said they needed to fight her with their desires instead. The Headmaster asked what she meant by that and Firestar told her that the Grey Mask was susceptible to human desires. Just as she used them to control and consume them, a human with the desire to harm her would be able to harm her. Clenching a fist tightly, Firestar said she had the strong desire to knock some sense into the Grey Mask, just as another officer came rushing in. She informed the others that the fumes in the school had disappeared. As they exited the tent, over the radio, someone said that they could see inside the school and reported no signs of life, save for one. The Headmaster ordered her forces to destroy the school. The school was obliterated in a massive display of power. When the smoke cleared a crater was all that was left of the school, but in the middle, hovering on a portion of the school's foundation, stood the Grey Mask. She was surrounded by a shimmering barrier. The Headmaster gave Firestar a hard look, to which Firestar returned an even harsher one. She walked by her saying that she had said the Grey Mask was vulnerable to desire, she had no idea that the monster had force fields. Seeing Firestar start to make her way towards the Grey Mask, all the other heroes charged forward. Letting her shield drop, the Grey Mask let the piece of floor she was standing on fall down into the crater. Levitating herself over to where the heroes rushed to meet her, the Grey Mask appeared almost serene as she touched the ground in her more presentable look. Firestar calmly walked forward, seeing no reason to rush as the other heroes surged forward to attack. The Grey Mask used one arm to deflect ranged attacks while using her other arm and tail to counter the melee attacks. Twirling around like a top, knocking away all the melee heroes, the Grey Mask used her mental barriers to capture a large amount of ranged attacks sent at her. Holding her hands above her head, the Grey Mask combined all the attacks into one massive blast. Leveling it where Firestar and the police command tent was, everyone but Firestar moved quickly out of the way. With a smirk, the Grey Mask released the blast, watching it arc towards Firestar. The blast seemed to engulf and obliterate her and continue into some buildings behind her that the Grey Mask knew all too well. For she hit the building where she had worked as a counselor. The other heroes just stared as the blast subsided, amazed to see Firestar still approaching. The Grey Mask just smiled in a devious way, making everyone realize that she had planned for Firestar to avoid the attack, but did not quite yet understand why. Firestar stopped walking when she was about ten yards away from the Grey Mask. 


'I know why you attacked the school, but I don't understand, is whats up with sticking around to fight?' Firestar asked in manner that sounded like she was speaking to an old friend. 'Lets just say that today the Mask is going to disappear and I merely needed a away to go out with a bang.' the Grey Mask said in a cocky all knowing tone. 'What do you mean? Killing innocent people is your way of going out with a bang?' I don't buy it, I know you too well to believe that.' Smiling as she removed her mask, the Grey Mask revealed the putty like face underneath. Shifting it into the form of Yin-yang's face, only with the color, the Grey Mask said,'You should know that I have many faces, many masks.' in Yin-yang's voice. Then her face morphed into that of a police officer that had gone missing and using her voice said,' Some are unique ones that I have made for specific roles, while ones like this one are taken from those I've consumed.' in a creepy fashion. Changing her face yet again, it became a small child's face,'Each one, and the memories belonging to them, belonging to me  until I leave this world.' she continued in a sweet voice. Once more her face turned to a liquid and settled on Melody's face, taking color to it. 'I am a monster, who lives by eating others, and now I wish to disappear so I can feed myself before I leave. This face belongs to me, as it is the one I use when I take a human role in any society I infiltrate. Who knows, perhaps I have been to this world in the past, or will come back in the future. You'll never know until I let you.' The Mother said with a nefarious grin. 'What I let you have me? You won't have to eat anymore, right?' Firestar asked desperate to stop The Mother from going on a feeding frenzy. 'Hmph, you would be able to sate me, yes, but my hunger is never ending. Are you sure you could stand to be in me for the rest of your life. Not that I would accept such a bargain, your much too beautiful of a flower to hide away inside my body.' The Grey Mask said as she placed her mask back on her face. Sensing the conversation was over, Firestar said,'Well then I guess that settles it. I won't let you run rampant, and thanks to the time I spent in your care, I am probably the only one that that can stop you.' taking a step forward preparing for a fight. 'Oh? And how do you propose to do that, little girl? Are you going to kill me?' the Grey Mask asked her deviously. 'I won't kill you, but I will stop you!' Firestar said as she charged forward. The Grey Mask held out a hand to block her punch as she would have for anyone else, but Firestar's fist passed right through her palm as if it were made of liquid. When her fist made contact with the Grey Mask's chest, Firestar twisted it, sending her foe twirling away as she was engulfed in and explosion. Disappearing suddenly, Firestar reappeared behind the Grey Mask as she flew in the air. With destructive force, Firestar brought her fist down on the side of the Grey Mask's face and pounded it into the ground. 


'You probably shouldn't have told about how you can be hurt by strong desires. Or helped me master my psychic abilities.' Firestar said as she teleported away turning her back to the Grey Mask. A sickening squishing sound was heard as the Grey Mask stood up, her head reforming. 'Perhaps, but then again, if I hadn't, this wouldn't be as much fun.' the Grey Mask said with a sinister grin. From her arms, four masks oozed their way away from the Grey Mask's body, taking the shape of Masked Ones. 'Oh please, you really think those mindless things can beat me?' Firestar asked with a cocky tone. 'I suggest you take another look, my dear. These are not just mindless drones.' the Grey Mask said with a sneaky grin. Firestar looked at the masks on her opponent's faces and realized they had strange markings on them. The two in front appeared to be twins, their masks having almost the same design on their masks, but instead of being exact copies, they were mirrors of each others mask's design. Behind them, Firestar recognized Rubble, but the other one with four arms was new to her. Firestar hunched over, preparing to take on all four, the Headmaster and Flamethrower showed up. The Headmaster said he would take the four armed one, and Firestar's mama took on Rubble, leaving Firestar with the twins. As they all squared off against their opponents, the Grey Mask simply folded her arms over her chest and was content to watch. The Headmaster bowed and introduced herself, Jackie returned the favor, then the two collided, fists a blur. The reason the Headmaster had picked Jackie as her opponent, was that even for her age, the Headmaster's psychic abilities allowed her to push her body beyond its normal limits and could keep up with Jackie. Flamethrower had a major advantage over Rubble, as her opponent could not touch the flame wielding lady. Firestar was having trouble with the terrible twosome, for the could easily avoid her strikes and being perfectly in-sync with one another, could avoid and attack her in rapid succession. Flamethrower was exchanging blasts with Rubble who was flinging her fists at her from a distance, when she managed to hit Rubble's mask. As the mask broke and fell to pieces, Laveara looked over at Flamethrower and smiled. This threw off Flamethrower, and she was even more bewildered when the girl tanked for playing with her. Reforming her mask, Rubble returned to the Grey Mask's body. Crystal then turned to go help her daughter, but was asked not to interfere by Firestar. Even though Flamethrower desperately wanted to assist Firestar, she chose to do as she was asked and remain on the sidelines. The Headmaster on the other hand was just tickled pink by the fact that she had found an equal and while she fought with Jackie, she commenting on her opponents movements. After so long, Jackie, had had enough of the constant blathering from her opponent and asked if the Headmaster would take to fight seriously. While their fists were still in blurring motion, the Headmaster blinked a few times, realizing how discourteous she was being and jumped back. She then apologized to Jackie, then got a serious look about her. This made Jackie smile as she took a wary stance. Then, after a moments pause, the pair were back at it again, only this time, the Headmaster was overpowering Jackie. After a few seconds, the Headmaster landed a palm thrust into Jackie's face, shattering her mask. Taking care to hide her face with one hand, Jackie backed away from her opponent and bowed in defeat. After she had replaced her mask, Jackie stood up and simply smiled at the Headmaster as she turned to return to her master's body. Firestar looked haggard, as she continued to fight the twins. Seeing that the others had finished their fights already, Firestar gritted her teeth. Stepping back a moment, causing her opponents too pause in the dancing attacks, Firestar concentrated. She was attempting to boost her body, in the way that the Headmaster had once shown her. She was able to do this, since the Headmaster had also taught the technique to her mother, even though Mindbender never used it. Opening her eyes, she watched as the twins approached, and could follow their movements. She feigned a swing at one girl, knowing the other one would attack her from behind, and used the momentum from her feigned attack to swing her other fist with deadly accuracy at the other twin who was dashing in to attack her. She smashed the twin's face, sending her spinning away, then quickly turned to the other one, but to her surprise the other one had stopped mid-attack. Stepping back, the twin still standing bowed slightly and then went over towards the Grey Mask. As she passed her fallen sister, the Masked One on the ground stood up and walked with the other one, in perfect synchronization. When they had merged back into the Grey Mask, she turned and began to float away. 


'Its been real fun, but I have places to go, people to eat, you know how it is.' the Grey Mask said with an ironic smile on her face. 'Stop!' Firestar screamed at the Grey Mask as she turned her back to the group. 'We need to do something to stop her.' Firestar said to her mama and the Headmaster. Then an idea popped into her head. She asked Flamethrower to placed her most powerful attack into her glove. After her mama had done so, Firestar asked the Headmaster to help her jump up to where the Grey Mask was. Jumping onto the Headmaster's arms, Firestar jumped, using a shove from the Headmaster to propel her faster. Charging her fist with every ounce of her rage towards the Grey Mask for what she had done to the school, Firestar opened her palm and shoved it at the Grey Mask's head. The Grey Mask simply turn around and faced Firestar, smiling as she thanked her. Firestar's attack then burst before her, knocking her back away from the inferno she just unleashed upon the Grey Mask. From the cloud of smoke a solitary mask fell, clattering to the ground. All the heroes and police then rushed forward and surrounded Firestar, congratulating her on her victory. As she looked out of the mob, Firestar saw an officer walking away from school grounds and found it odd. Then someone blocked her few of the person momentarily, and when she looked for the officer she had seen, all she saw was a white haired woman. Who when she turned, had vibrant red eyes and smiled as she looked back at Firestar. Firestar's eyes widened, but she could do little as she was mobbed by everyone. Later, up in the academy, Firestar sat alone brooding in the cafeteria, when she was joined by her mama and the Headmaster. Waiting till they had sat down, Firestar held up the mask left over from the fight and without looking at either of them, told them that the Grey Mask was still out there. The pair looked at her in disbelief as she turned to face them, then their faces turned in stunned wide eyed expressions as Firestar told them about what she had seen as she was being congratulated by everyone. When she set the mask down on the table, it began to morph, and turned into a smaller version of the Grey Mask. 


'Earlier you said you knew why I went to the school and ate all within it. But, did you know that I had waited till the majority of the was off taking a field trip, while all the bad students had to stay behind with some very nasty substitute teachers?' the image asked. 'That does not excuse what you did to the school!' the Headmaster said in a forceful tone. 'Ha! And exactly what did I do to the school? Your a fool. I made that school a better environment for the other children, your, the ones who destroyed the school.' the Grey Mask said in an all knowing tone.' The Headmaster opened her mouth to voice a rebuttal, but it never got out as she realized the Grey Mask spoke the truth. 'While yes, I did eat a group of humans, this is true, I did not harm ANY innocent people today.' the Grey Mask said in a chiding tone. 'Then why did you go through all the trouble, just to disappear?' Firestar asked trying to wrap her head around the actions of the Grey Mask. 'I told you, I wanted to go out, with a bang.' the Grey Mask said in an, 'I told you so' tone. 'So what now? Are you just going to stay into the shadows till you figure out a way for a grand reappearance?' Firestar asked in a sassy tone as she sighed. 'No, I'm going to fill my belly with corruption in this world, and maybe grant the desires of more people. Oh, and before I forget. Whenever you come across my handy work, make certain to look for the skeletons in the closet this time. For I will always have a reason in what I do.' the image said as it began to crack. As the copy of the Grey Mask shattered, 'Oh! And one more thing. After I get done filling my belly, I will be coming back to collect my little star.' the Grey Mask's voice said. This flustered the Headmaster, but before she could say anything, Firestar looked at her very dangerously and said that whenever the Grey Mask showed up, she would be going to investigate. She then continued to say that when the Grey Mask did come to collect Firestar, she would have a very special present waiting for the Grey man. The Headmaster noticed that Firestar had clenched her fists. In the months to come, The Mother went around the world as the Grey Mask, devouring corrupt officials, cults, and some of the more diabolical villains of the world. On a few occasions she found more fan clubs following her and had some fun with them, but to the world, whenever the Grey Mask did anything, they heard it as just another unexplained disappearance. Each time though, the world knew exactly who was behind the incidents. As she finished her world tour, The Mother found a large cult that was worshiping her as a deity, kidnapping girls for an offering to her. One night, when the entire cult had been assembled, the leader began to preach to her followers about judgement day coming, as they new the Grey Mask was headed in their towns direction. As the leader began to stress the need for new young tributes, the Grey Mask burst into the gathering place. While she walked into the meeting area, the Grey Mask's tail flicked about angrily behind her. She demanded to know if the leader truly meant for the tributes to be given to her, or if she was just content with selling the broken girls into slavery as sex toys. When the leader faltered, the Grey Mask grew enraged, shouting that she would not allow her name to be used for such practices, then released her perfume, turning the cult into her lapdogs. Which promptly sucked into her cocks, making them swell with the load she was holding in. The Grey Mask then made her way to where the tributes where being held, the girls began to scream in terror as she entered. She then relieved herself, covering all the cages and restraints with her cum. The girls watched in amazement as the bonds and cages were melted down around them and sucked into the Grey Mask's body. Then to their surprise, she just turned around and the room where girl were being held. The Grey Mask walked into the private chambers of the cult leader and began to pull out fills and recordings of her deals and actions. While she was doing this, she noticed the girls that had been caged starting to peer into the room at her. The Grey Mask looked at the with a friendly smile and told them they were free to leave. She brought the evidence out into the preaching area, and placed it behind the podium where the leader had been standing. Pulling off her mask, the Grey Mask left it on top of the box of evidence and formed a new one over her face. When she turned she saw the girls were still watching her, the Grey Mask sighed and asked them if they had been hypnotized into wanting to be eaten by her. This caused the girls to giggle, the Grey Mask frowned at the response. One of the girls stepped up onto the stage, not trying to cover herself as the others were, and told the Grey Mask that they had no clue where they were or where they lived as they all had been taken and had portions of their memories erased. She then looked back at the others, who urged her on. The girl then looked back at the Grey Mask and said that the cult had instilled in them that she was a great monster with a unending thirst for human flesh. She waited for the girl to continue, but when she didn't she responded to the girl by telling that she was indeed a monster that ate humans. Then said that she wasn't a blood thirsty monster, she was only thirsty for energy that she gained from eating and absorbing humans. The girl then asked nervously if it hurt to be swallowed and absorbed, which drew a short laugh from the Grey Mask. She then walked over to the girl, towering over her, and said that she would pleasure the likes of which she would never feel with another human. The rest of the girls started to tremble with excitement as the stared at the girl up on the stage. Seeing this, the Grey Mask asked them all if they wanted to be eaten, to which the girls said yes and clambered up on the set. Smiling the Grey Mask began to lift each one of the girls up and gulp them down. When she was done, the Grey Mask let out a contented sigh, rubbing her belly as she walked out of the building. Later, Firestar and a few other heroes stationed in the town were rummaging through the box of evidence when they were called into a back room. Apparently there had been some cameras set up and had captured most of everything, but the reason they called in Firestar, was to ask her about why the Grey Mask had eaten all the girls she freed. Watching the recording, she told the officers that the girls had wanted to be eaten by the Grey Mask. When she returned to the academy, she brought the mask that had been left behind and brought it to the Headmaster's office where she and her mama waited. Firestar told them what she had seen and placed the mask of the desk. Suddenly, the mask reformed into a miniature version of the Grey Mask and then turned to look directly at Firestar as the Grey Mask's voice was heard saying that she was coming for Firestar, then shattered. This made everyone jump, then the Headmaster, told Firestar that she needed to get someplace safe. Firestar was going to tell the Headmaster it was pointless since the Grey Mask could walk through, but never got the chance as the Headmaster hit an alarm button. With the alarm sounded, all of the academy was on high alert for the Grey Mask. The Headmaster rushed Firestar to a safe house, and then commanded Flamethrower to go out and prepare for the battle soon to come, but Crystal said that she had spoken with Firestar, and would not fight since she had been asked not too by her daughter. Then over the intercom, someone shouted that the Grey Mask was out in the academies training garden. As all the heroes rushed out to fight, none of them noticed a woman walking calmly into the academy's interior. In the garden, an army of Masked Ones waited, with Jackie, Rubble, the twins and Sinclair behind them, and behind those five, the Grey Mask stood on a pillar, her arms folded across her chest. As the two armies faced off, the woman walking into the school was confronted by Crystal. The pair squared off and stared at one another, the air around them almost crackling with energy. Then the woman began to walk past Crystal, and as she past her, Crystal warned that if she forced her daughter to go with her, she would sear the Grey Mask to ash. The Mother, stopped parallel with Crystal, and told her that she could join her daughter if she wanted to. Crystal said nothing, so The Mother continued on towards where Firestar was being held. After she was out of sight, Crystal collapsed to the floor and began to weep. Outside, the battle was reaching a feverish pitch, as the heroes and Masked Ones were evenly matched. The Headmaster had managed to knock away her opponents and was charging towards the Grey Mask, when she was confronted by Sinclair. The Headmaster demanded the little girl get out of the way, saying she did not to harm her and in response, Sinclair released her dolls. As they faced one another, behind the Headmaster, a heroes launched a blast at a Masked One. Normally, the Masked Ones would take the blast without avoiding it, but this time the child avoided the attack with fluid like grace. The blast traveled at an angle and roared over where the Headmaster and Sinclair faced off. It smashed into the Grey Mask, and blasted her apart, revealing a statue underneath a gooey latex skin. At that moment, the entire fight halted, as the Headmaster realized what it meant, Sinclair giggled telling her that the Grey Mask thanks her for playing her part perfectly. As all the heroes turned their attention to the school's entrance, The Mother and Firestar were walking out. For a few seconds the only sound that could be heard were the foot steps of the couple as the walked out into the courtyard. Then all at once, the heroes roared as they raced towards The Mother, but where quickly intercepted by the Masked Ones. Expecting them to fight the same they had before, the heroes tried to shoves their way past, but were quickly overpowered and defeated by the Masked Ones. Her children part a way for The Mother and Firestar as they continued to walked, undeterred by what was happening. As they approached, the Headmaster tried to punch The Mother, but her attack was stopped by one of Sinclair's dolls. The wake created by her punch blew The Mother's hair out of her face, revealing scorched knuckle impressions on her face. The Headmaster's arm lost it rigidity as she doubled over laughing. When she stopped, the Headmaster stood up straight, wiping a tear from her eye, as she said something about seeing that Firestar being successful in delivering her present. The Mother scowled at the Headmaster, as she looked over at Firestar and said she was thankful she didn't go without a fight. Firestar left The Mother's side and went over and hugged the Headmaster as tears began to flow down her cheeks. She then turned around and faced the rest of the heroes and thanked them for their effort in protecting her, but then said that her mind was made up and that she would be leaving with The Mother. With that, The Mother opened a portal back to her home, and all children flowed into it, as The Mother, Firestar and Sinclair passed through it. Many years later, Crystal was laying in her room, napping as her age made it difficult to move around, when a noise woke her up. As she looked around she noticed a strange portal in her room and began to cry as she saw Firestar walk through. As her daughter went to her mama's side and embraced her, The Mother entered the room as, but kept her distance. Firestar asked Crystal if would be willing to come back with her and live in The Mother's home. Crystal looked sharply over her daughter's should and gave The Mother a fake glare, as she said that she just couldn't keep her hands off of Crystal. The Mother smiled at the remark, and said that she felt Crystal would be more willing, now that she has seen that her daughter is fine living in her home, to answer her question she had asked her long ago. Crystal thought for a moment, then remember the question The Mother had asked on the day she had retrieved Firestar. She looked at The Mother and said that she had lived a wonderful life after she had been freed from Mindbender's control, but that she had always felt something missing. Looking out one of her rooms windows, Crystal said that she would to be able to live with her daughter again. With that, The Mother walked over and gently picked up Crystal and carried her through the portal, with Firestar in tow. A few minutes later, the Headmaster came into the room in a motorized wheelchair. She was shocked to find Crystal's bed empty, but then noticed a small white mask on top of it and smiled. In The Mother's world, she, Crystal, and Firestar were walking towards a lake. The Mother told Crystal the lake contained the same fluid that was present everywhere in her world and said that by being submerged in she would be able to become young again. When they reached the banks of the lake, The Mother gently lowered Crystal into the waters and let her sink underneath. Firestar watched in dismay as she saw her mama's body melt away. She turned to The Mother ad began to cry, while The Mother just smiled and comforted Firestar. When asked why she was smiling, The Mother pointed out to the middle of the lake. There a bulge began to form and slowly take shape, and when it was done, Firestar gasped as she saw her mama walking towards. The Mother then said that the lake, like all of her body, had searched Crystal's mind and granted her desire and that was to be everlasting, like a crystal. Firestar's mama walked to the edge of the lake and stopped, she then thanked The Mother for all that she had done her, then said to Firestar that she would look forward to her visits. When her daughter asked what she meant by that, Crystal told her that she was now a water elemental and part of the lake and did not wish to leave it. Drying her tears, Firestar smiled at her mama and said would visit often. The Mother then pushed Firestar into the water, causing the girl to scream. When she surfaced she glared at The Mother and demanded to know why she had done that. The Mother simply said for her to spend some quality time with her mama, as she walked away. She then left Firestar in Crystal's care and went over to the fields where the portals opened. Sitting down she began to watch the ever changing fields, hoping to find another portal with a few gems in it worth keeping. 

